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be described below.    Meantime we will take the names mentioned by Proclus in their order.
ANAXAGOBAS (about 500-428 B.C.) was born at Clazomenae in the neighbourhood of Smyrna. He neglected his possessions, which were considerable, in order to devote himself to science. Some one once asked him what was the object of being born, to which he replied, ' The investigation of sun, moon and heaven/ He was apparently the first philosopher to take up his abode at Athens, where he enjoyed the friendship of Pericles. When Pericles became unpopular shortly before the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War, he was attacked through his friends, and Anaxagoras was accused of impiety for holding that the sun was a red-hot stone and the moon earth. According to one account he was fined five talents and banished; another account says that he was kept in prison and that it was intended to put him to death, but that Pericles obtained his release; he went and lived at Lampsacus till his death.
Little or nothing is known of Anaxagoras's achievements in mathematics proper, though it is credible enough that he was a good mathematician. But in astronomy he made one epoch-making discovery, besides putting forward some remarkably original theories about the evolution of the universe. We owe to him the first clear recognition of the fact that the moon does not shine by its own light but receives its light from the sun: this discovery enabled him to give the true explanation of lunar and solar eclipses, though as regards the former (perhaps in order to explain their greater frequency) he erroneously supposed that there were other opaque and invisible bodies 'below the moon' which, as well as the earth, 'sometimes by their interposition caused eclipses of the moon. A word should be added about his cosmology on account of the fruitful ideas which it contained. According to him the formation of the world began with a vortex set up, in a portion of the mixed mass in which 'all things were together1, by Mind (i>ov$). This rotatory movement began in the centre and then gradually spread, taking in wider and wider circles. The first effect was to separate two great masses, one consisting of the rare, hot, light, dry, called the 'aether', the other of the opposite